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Introducao Edited by:
An anatomical eponym is a term generated from the name of the scientist fuliana Ramos de Andrade
who first discovered or described an anatomical structure. It is a way to

bestow credit and give homage to the pioneer efforts which, from this point

on, becomes engraved in Medical History.

Although the same structures have received alternative, more descriptive

terms at the Anatomical Terminology1 - as a general, abiding rule to facil-

itate communication - eponyms are still widely used.

In vascular neuroanatomy there are four revered venous eponyms - all of

them used daily in clinical practice - namely the veins of Galen, Rosenthal,

Trolard and Labbé. To know these structures by their eponyms, as well

as their corresponding names in the Anatomical Terminology, not only

facilitates communication among health professionals but also preserves

memory and keeps History alive.

This study presents the descriptive, microsurgical, and angiographic anat-

omy of four widely used venous eponyms in cerebrovascular anatomy,

correlating each of them with its History and corresponding terms in An-

atomical Terminology 5
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Introduction

A n anatomical eponym is a term generated from the name of
the scientist who first discovered or described an anatomi-
cal structure. It is a way to bestow credit and give homage to the
pioneer efforts which, from this point on, becomes engraved in
Medical History.

Although the same structures have received alternative, more de-
scriptive terms at the Anatomical Terminology| - as a general, abid-
ing rule to facilitate communication - eponyms are still widely used.
In vascular neuroanatomy there are four revered venous eponyms,
currently used in clinical practice. To know these structures by their
eponyms, as well as their corresponding names in the Anatomical
Terminology, not only facilitates communication among health
professionals but also preserves memory and keeps history alive.

This study highlights a group of venous eponyms, used daily in
vascular neurosurgery and neurointerventional radiology, and a little
of the history behind each of them.

Objective

To present the descriptive, microsurgical, and angiographic anatomy
of four widely used venous eponyms in cerebrovascular anatomy,
correlating each of them with its history and corresponding terms

in Anatomical Terminology.

Methodology

To achieve a concise but meaningful description of the four structures
of interest, namely Veins of Galen, Trolard, Labbé and Rosenthal,
corresponding silicone-injected cadaveric microneuroanatomical
images(1,2) and selected angiographic images (with written permis-
sion from Banco de Imagens Clinicas(4) do Hospital Metropolitano
Oeste Pelopidas Silveira IMIP/SES/SUS) were combined with a
short description of these vessels (Figure 1).

A dedicated review of the literature was performed. Only articles
dealing with historical details about those structure where included.
Historical sources were used to complete or consolidate the data
published in other areas of knowledge.

Results and Discussion

Figure on next page

Conclusion

The veins of Galen, Rosenthal, Trolard and Labbé are important

anatomical structures in the deep and superficial venous systems.

The use of eponyms is a tradition that remains valid in the current

days, particularly in the clinical setting.

Understanding the multiple, possible denominations as well as the
microsurgical and angiographic anatomy of these four structures
is paramount to young neurologists/neurosurgeons and researchers
involved in this area and allows for effective communication within

interdisciplinary teams.
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